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A SUPPLEMENT TO CONSTRUCTECH MAGAZINE

THE 2006 VISION AWARDS
The Constructech Vision Awards honor those in the construction industry that 

have used leading-edge technology to solve a critical business issue. 
This year’s winners are profiled on the pages that follow.

Reprinted from the October 2007 issue of Constructech Commercial magazine www.constructech.com
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“CASim helps CAS identify 

challenges early on in the 

process, allows management 

to get a streamlined view of 

operations, and enables access 

to all company information to 

all users from anywhere.”

Reprinted with permission from the November 2006 issue of Constructech magazine  www.constructech.com

VISION AWARDS

Among the results achieved includes a 7% reduction in proj-
ect cost overruns in one year, equaling $28 million. The fact
City of Phoenix WSD originally estimated a 4% reduction in
four years makes this stat even more impressive.

SILVER

South Dakota Dept. of Transportation

Pierre, S.D.

www.sddot.com

It’s no secret that scheduling can be one of the most time-
consuming tasks involved on a project. Without complete
accuracy in this area, an entire project can fall off track in
the blink of an eye.

Carrying out these processes associated with 7,857 miles
of state-owned roads and 76,000 miles of local roads,
becomes a massive task for the South Dakota Dept. of
Transportation (SD DOT), www.sddot.com, Pierre, S.D.
Planning for highway projects, which involves as many as
1,200 projects being planned simultaneously, is particularly
difficult, taking anywhere from three months to 15 years.
Efficiently planning for the vast array of project scopes
involved required SD DOT to investigate a reliable project-
management system that helped best use resources and
facilitate collaboration between chief parties involved. 

SD DOT likens its planning process to an assembly line,
where each resource relies on the on-time completion of the
previous task in order to proceed to the next. Operating on
a 25-year old mainframe did nothing for easing the report-
ing, scheduling, and coordination challenges for the organi-
zation. Limited visibility into tasks, cumbersome scheduling
procedures, and a lack of financial accuracy also contributed
to SD DOT deciding on an upgrade.

Implementing a new construction management solu-
tion from Primavera Systems, www.primavera.com, Bala
Cynwyd, Pa., SD DOT immediately gained new effi-
ciency across all areas of operations. Web-based access
and the capability to view realtime updates allows up to
150 team members in disparate locations to update
information—which tackles the challenge of simultane-
ous project coordination. Master scheduling capabilities
for all parties eliminates the collaboration issues.
Accurate forecasting handles the financial aspect while
standardized reporting appeases government entities and
other stakeholders requiring accurate reports. 

Forecasting capabilities of the solution provide SD DOT
with a proactive view of scope, schedule, cost, and change
issues. This enables the agency to address these issues before
they impact budgets and timelines. The SD DOT has a
goal to yield a 10% budget savings due to timely bid let-
tings via the accurate resource scheduling.

SPECIALTY CONTRACTOR

$26 MILLION - $250 MILLION

GOLD

Component Assembly Systems

Pelham, N.Y.

www.componentassembly.com

While some believe specialty contractors are far behind the
technology curve, drywall contractor Component Assembly
Systems (CAS), www.componentassembly.com, Pelham,
N.Y., begs to differ.

The company continues to drive technology initiatives
within its operations, using off-the-shelf applications and a
bit of custom development to complete its IT infrastructure. 

CASim (Component Assembly Systems Information
Manager) is an internally built technology platform that
allows users to access all information residing within the
company, regardless of software application, from a Web-
based interface. CASim has 98 different screen designs
linked together in a Web-style drilldown format being
accessed by more than 160 users in the field and in the
office. Written with MS InterDev tools, CASim is a Web
interface that uses active data objects from active server
pages, which allows for easy access to any information. 

Company officials believe users shouldn’t need to know
which application to access in order to find the data
needed. Rather, all information should be readily accessible
at all times. CASim communicates with disparate applica-
tion databases across the organization and delivers the infor-
mation to users in a timely manner.  

For example, data residing in the accounting system in
mirrored to another server, permitting redundancy of criti-
cal systems and allows CASim to access the data without
compromising the performance of the accounting system. 

The company has incorporated digital takeoff technology
from On Center Software, www.oncenter.com, The Woodlands
Texas, and digital imaging technology from Construction
Imaging Systems, www.construction-imaging.com, Rocky
Mount, N.C., into its mix of applications. 

CASim helps CAS identify challenges early on in the
process, allows management to get a streamlined view of
operations, and enables access to all company information
to all users from anywhere.

Seeing more email and file transfers of requisitions, corre-
spondence, transmittals, and FTP plan transfers on jobs,
CAS has built CASim to interact on this level of communi-
cation and to leverage XML (extensible markup language).
In other words, when partners in the industry are ready,
CAS has the technology to collaborate.


